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to support the White Lake Township Library. I 
hope my colleagues will join me in thanking 
the citizens of White Lake Township, Library 
Board members and employees of the library 
for their outstanding service to the people of 
Michigan, and wish them well in the next 30 
years. 
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HONORING MR. DONALD G. 
WALDON 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 6, 2005 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor Mr. Donald G. Waldon on the occa-
sion of his retirement as the Administrator of 
the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Devel-
opment Authority. I am honored to stand be-
fore this body of Congress and this Nation to 
recognize his many accomplishments. He is 
truly a man who embodies the American prin-
ciples of hard work, dedication to one’s family 
and service to one’s community. 

Don is a native of Columbus, Mississippi but 
grew up in Mobile, Alabama. He graduated 
from Mississippi State University in 1961 with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering and 
completed post graduate studies in science 
and engineering at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in 1963 and Texas A&M in 
1964. He is a 1994 graduate of the University 
of Oklahoma’s Economic Development Insti-
tute and the recipient of the Southern Indus-
trial Development Council’s 1994 Robert B. 
Cassell Award for Best Research Thesis. 

Don joined the Army Corps of Engineers in 
1961, where he worked in Mobile until 1966, 
conducting feasibility studies for water re-
source projects such as ports and waterways, 
including some early ideas for the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway. In 1966 he went to work for the Of-
fice of Management and Budget of the Execu-
tive Office of the President where he advised 
OMB and White House officials, including the 
President, on major budgetary, policy and leg-
islative matters involving natural resources. 

Don worked for OMB until 1974 when he 
was appointed as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for the U.S. Department of the Interior, a posi-
tion he held until September, 1975. His duties 
included management responsibilities for all 
land and water resource agencies within the 
Department of the Interior, which at the time 
had a budget of nearly $2 billion and approxi-
mately 12,000 employees. He had oversight 
over reclamation projects and the develop-
ment of oil fields, coal mining on public lands, 
the Alaska Pipeline, the measures taken under 
the Nixon Energy Initiative, and served on a 
number of White House task forces, involving 
energy. 

In 1975, on the advice of Tenn-Tom project 
Administrator Glover Wilkins, Don entered an 
exchange program inside the Federal Govern-
ment and came to the Tenn-Tom on a 2-year 
basis, but ultimately stayed for 30. In 1979 
Don resigned from the Federal Government 
and remained with the Tenn-Tom, taking the 
position of Deputy Administrator. When Glover 
Wilkins retired in 1984 Don was appointed to 
the post of Administrator, a position he has 
held ever since. 

As Administrator of the Tennessee- 
Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority 

Don has worked tirelessly to promote the de-
velopment of the Waterway, exploring eco-
nomic and trade opportunities, and addressing 
potential barriers to the Waterway’s beneficial 
use. Under Don’s leadership the Waterway 
has resulted in approximately $5 billion in ex-
panded industry. The Waterway has had a tre-
mendous impact on the local communities, not 
just with industrial development, but by bring-
ing in recreation and tourism dollars as well. 

Apart from his leadership of the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway Authority, Don is active in a variety 
of organizations devoted to the development 
of our waterways. He is President of the Ten-
nessee-Tombigbee Waterway Development 
Council, Vice-Chairman of the National Water-
ways Conference, Inc., Director of the Inland 
Rivers, Ports and Terminals, Inc. (a national 
trade group representing inland ports), Execu-
tive Committee member of the U.S. Maritime 
Administration’s Heartland Intermodal Partner-
ship, Vice-President of the Alabama- 
Tombigbee Rivers Coalition and an Advisory 
Board Member of the Mississippi Water Re-
sources Research Institute. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor 
Donald G. Waldon for his many accomplish-
ments and his enduring impact on his country, 
community, friends and family. He is a man of 
great dignity and character who takes pride in 
the accomplishments of those he has helped 
over the years. Don is an inspiring role model 
for all of us and I join his friends and col-
leagues in wishing him God’s richest blessings 
in his retirement. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 3, SAFE, ACCOUNTABLE, 
FLEXIBLE, EFFICIENT TRANS-
PORTATION EQUITY ACT: A LEG-
ACY FOR USERS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2005 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank Chair-
man YOUNG and Ranking Member OBERSTAR 
for their leadership in bringing SAFETEA–LU 
to the floor. It is an important bill that will help 
ease congestion throughout the country. 

In particular, I applaud their efforts regarding 
hybrid vehicles in High Occupancy Vehicle 
lanes. Allowing hybrids in HOV lanes will in-
crease demand for the vehicles, improve air 
quality, and over time reduce our reliance on 
foreign oil sources. 

Section 166 of SAFETEA–LU allows vehi-
cles meeting certain fuel efficiency and emis-
sions standards to use HOV lanes. The bill, 
specifically section 166(b)(5)(B)(i), is written to 
allow states to establish a program that ad-
dresses the selection of vehicles under the 
HOV provision. As long as states meet the 
minimum standards set out in the bill, they can 
adjust which vehicles will be authorized to use 
HOV lanes. 

This intentional flexibility will allow California 
to implement a state law letting hybrid vehicles 
that get more than 45 miles per gallon in high-
way driving and meet California emission 
standards to ride in HOV lanes. 

The bill also allows states to choose which 
HOV lanes will be eligible for use by these ve-

hicles. I call on California to study the issue 
carefully, so that only HOV lanes that can 
handle the increase in traffic be eligible for hy-
brid vehicles. 

Again, I thank the chairman and ranking 
member for their leadership. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL LARNELL EXUM ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 6, 2005 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to LTC Larnell 
Exum, Deputy Chief, Army House Liaison Divi-
sion, Office of the Chief of Legislative Liaison, 
who retired September 1. Lieutenant Colonel 
Exum’s illustrious career as an infantry officer 
embodies all of the Army’s values of loyalty, 
duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, 
and personal courage and spans 20 years, 
during which he has distinguished himself as 
a soldier, leader, and friend of the United 
States House of Representatives. 

Lieutenant Colonel Exum demonstrated his 
outstanding tactical and operational expertise 
in numerous command and staff positions 
overseas and in the continental United States. 
Continually serving in positions of ever-in-
creasing responsibility, the highlights of his ca-
reer include serving as a Company Com-
mander with the 101st Airborne Division, Air 
Assault, at both Fort Campbell, KY, and in 
combat in Kuwait and Iraq during Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm and then as 
Aide-de-Camp to the Undersecretary of the 
Army. 

As the Deputy Chief of the Legislative Liai-
son in the House Liaison Division, his last as-
signment in the United States Army, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Exum demonstrated the out-
standing dedication and leadership skills that 
have characterized his distinguished career. In 
particular, he excelled at building relationships 
with Members of Congress and their staffs. 

He escorted over 45 worldwide fact-finding 
missions for congressional delegations, trav-
eling with over 135 Members to 25 countries. 
These ventures served to educate Members 
on subjects as diverse as the global war on 
terror, Army transformation, magnetic levitation 
trains, and future transportation technologies. 

I traveled with Lieutenant Colonel Exum on 
several times and was thoroughly impressed 
with him on each occasion. He is one of the 
finest people I have worked with during my 17 
years in Congress. 

From 1986 to 1989, Lieutenant Colonel 
Exum distinguished himself as one of the top 
company grade leaders in Alpha Company, 1/ 
22 Infantry Battalion, Fort Drum, NY, serving 
as a Rifle Platoon Leader and Mortar Platoon 
Leader in a light infantry battalion. He then 
was assigned to Alpha Company, 2/187 Infan-
try Battalion, both at home station and in com-
bat operations in Kuwait and Iraq for Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm, when he was deco-
rated for valor in combat. 

Due to his fabulous reputation as one of the 
bright young officers in the Army, Lieutenant 
Colonel Exum was selected as the Aide-de- 
Camp/Military Assistant for the Under Sec-
retary of the Army. He performed magnifi-
cently in this position and was subsequently 
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